
 

#1 opportunities in deploying drones for infrastructure asset inspections 
 
Sharper Shape Inc. is the global leader in drone (UAV) based automated asset inspection. We have 
offices in Palo Alto (CA), Grand Forks (ND) and Espoo (Finland). We are now building our 
organization Grand Forks to create a Technical and Operational Center to serve our clients in 
United States. 
 
Sharper Shape solutions are unique and world leading, and we have partners, activities and clients 
in several countries. We provide complete end-to-end solutions for infrastructure asset owners and 
operators (such as electricity transmission and distribution) to inspect their assets using drones, to 
analyze the data using advanced automated technologies and to improve their operations for better 
cost-efficiency, safety and security. 
 
We expect the current barriers by the regulation for large scale commercial drone operations to be 
removed quickly and are actively leading the efforts to achieve that in the United States. 
 
Sharper Shape currently has several patents pending on its key technologies, and we continue to 
developing novel technologies to keep leading the utilization of drones and data in utility sector. 
Our partners include Edison Electric Institute (EEI) and Nokia. 
 
We are now seeking exceptional self-starting, quick learning, multitalented and 
entrepreneurial individuals to join our core team in United States. For successful employees this 
means fast track to senior management and an opportunity to become shareholders of the 
company. 
 
This is a totally unique opportunity, at the verge of large commercial deployment of drones, with a 
company which is already established yet early stage, to join the core team together with the 
founders. 
 
We currently seek the following key persons: 
Manager, Aviation Safety 
Manager, Utility and Energy 
Manager, Drone and Sensor Manufacturer Relations 
 
For all positions: 

- Salary negotiable 
- Location: Grand Forks (ND) with the requirement for travel 
- Upon successful results, fast track to Director position with the opportunity to become a 

shareholder in the company 
 
Sharper Shape is an equal opportunity employer. Selected applicants will be required to undergo a 
thorough background investigation and pass a drug screening. 



 
Manager, Aviation Safety 
 

- Aviation background 
- Experience of unmanned aviation safety matters in multiple points of view: as an 

pilot/operator, as an aircraft manufacturer, from traffic management point of view, and/or as 
a regulator 

- Thorough proven detailed technical and operational understanding of drone ops is a must 
- Understanding of the relevant legal and regulatory framework is a plus 
- Ability to communicate with FAA and NASA at all levels 
- Familiarity with NASA UTM concept 
- Thorough insight into proportionality in risk assessment and management 
- Familiarity with both equipment certification and operations risk assessment 
- Understanding the requirements for drone traffic management 
- PPL/CPL preferred 

 
Your tasks include continuing to build relations with critical governmental agencies such as 
FAA and NASA. Work hands on in the projects with these agencies and to ensure the 
compliance with the current and future laws and regulations. Create safety cases and 
documentation. Work with the partners (e.g. drone manufacturers and operators) to ensure the 
compliance with governmental and Sharper Shape’s internal requirements. 

 
This position offers a thorough and multilevel participation on the leading edge projects to 
deploy drones in commercial use in U.S.A. 
 
A successful candidate has strong background in aviation and can apply this experience in a 
novel way for drones fully at the same time leveraging the valuable tradition of aviation but 
being able to flexibly apply these concepts to drones. 
 
This position offers the fast track to the position of Director, Aviation Safety upon successful 
results. 
 
Contact: 
 

Tero Heinonen, CEO 
+1 415 374 9193 
tero.heinonen@sharpershape.com 

 
  



 
Manager, Utility and Energy 
 

- Experience of various functions of the energy sector: planning, engineering, asset 
management, vegetation management, safety and security, public relations, legal, 
governmental relations, regulatory compliance, financial management and planning 

- Practical management experience of one or more of the above is a must 
- Understanding of the legal and regulatory framework for power transmission and 

distributions is a plus 
- Good overall understanding of the regulated and non-regulated energy transmission and 

distribution industry 
- Ability to communicate with utilities at all levels in the organization and across various 

functions 
- Experience of investment / business cases for deploying new technologies 
- Familiarity with the state of the art for infra asset management and maintenance 
- Ability to understand and assess the current state of the activities in an utility, and project 

the advantages of Sharper Shape’s solutions to the specific circumstances of the utility 
- Excellent documentation and presentation skills 

 
Your tasks include continuing to build relations with the largest utilities in U.S.A. Work hands 
on in the projects with these clients and to ensure the critical operational and business needs of 
the clients are met. Create use case / business case documentation together with the clients. 
Work together with the clients to define solutions for their purpose. Manage the projects where 
these solutions are put in practice for the clients. Coordinate the efforts with various clients in a 
multi-client projects, for example EEI Sharper Utility consortium. 
 
This position offers unique point of view to work with the leading utilities in their development 
of activities and deploying state-of-the arts methods for improving reliability, efficiency, safety 
and security. 
 
A successful candidate has strong background in utilities, and, can help the clients to crystallize 
and achieve their goals with the novel technologies and tools of Shaper Shape. 
 
This position offers the fast track to the position of Director, Utility and Energy upon successful 
results. 
 
Contact: 
 

Tero Heinonen, CEO 
+1 415 374 9193 
tero.heinonen@sharpershape.com 

 
  



 
Manager, Drone and Sensor Manufacturer Relations 
 

- Understanding of drone market dynamics 
- Experience of various functions of  drone manufacturers: strategy, product management, 

product line management, technology, R&D, safety and security, partnerships 
- Practical management experience of one or more of the above is a plus 
- Experience of using drones for infrastructure or industrial asset inspections is a plus 
- Experience of remote sensing technologies and products: LiDAR, imagery, hyperspectral, 

thermal 
- Experience of positioning technologies: GPS, other GNSS, IMU 
- Existing network in drone industry, or ability to create the network rapidly 
- Experience of the integration of sensor technologies to drone platforms 
- Ability to communicate with drone manufacturers at all levels 
- Technical documentation skills and understanding the integrations on HW and SW levels 
- Ability to navigate at multiple levels in communication with the manufacturers: business 

and technology 
 

Your tasks include continuing and creating relations with the leading drone manufactures in 
U.S.A. and abroad. Create business cases for co-operation together with the manufacturers.  
Manage the relations with the manufactures in their co-operation with Sharper Shape. Manage 
the co-operation to achieve commercial, technical and operational goals and requirements.  
 
This is a unique position to work with the leading drone manufacturers in implementing the 
most advanced technologies for drone based automated asset inspection. 
 
A successful candidate has strong background related to drones, help the manufactures to create 
mutually beneficial and profitable business in connection with Sharper Shape solutions. 
 
This position offers the fast track to the position of Director, Drone Manufacturer Relations 
upon successful results. 

 
Contact: 
 

Tero Heinonen, CEO 
+1 415 374 9193 
tero.heinonen@sharpershape.com 

 


